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To revive the American dream, we need to 
rebuild our economy on a sound foundation 
– one that ends our dependence on oil, puts 
people back to work, contributes to long-
term prosperity, rebuilds our communities, 
and addresses global warming.  The one 
path to achieve all of these goals is moving 
to a clean energy future. 
 
Clean renewable energy will create new 
jobs, protect consumers from skyrocketing 
fossil fuel costs, reduce global warming pol-
lution, and drive billions of dollars in capital 
investment into our economy. 
 
Clean energy in America is not some distant 
dream.  We have the technology, the tools, 
and the know-how to use energy more 
wisely and to get more of our energy from 
clean, renewable sources.   What’s more, 
clean energy can be produced right here at 
home, freeing us from foreign sources of 
energy and creating new jobs in all sectors 
of the nation’s economy – including many 
jobs that can never be outsourced. 
 
Florida is on the frontlines of climate 
change impacts, and could be on the fore-
front of solutions that will bring economic 
benefits to our communities.  Americans are 
already beginning to see the benefits of 
clean energy in their local economies.  Laid-
off workers in the nation’s “Rust Belt” are 
getting back to work building wind tur-
bines and solar cells; farmers in the Midwest 
are supplementing their incomes with 
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Taking rapid action to mitigate and adapt to cli-
mate change will help protect Florida’s wildlife and 
wild places, such as this Whooping Crane �  Wiley 

royalties from wind farms; residents of eco-
nomically distressed inner cities are learning 
how to install solar panels and weatherize 
homes for greater energy efficiency.  Every 
part of the country has the opportunity to 
benefit from a transition to a new clean en-
ergy future. 
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But to turn this trickle of green jobs into a 
torrent of new economic opportunities, we 
need to act boldly—and fast.  With a strong 
policy commitment to clean energy and the 
investment to match, we can: 
 
�� Move to 100% clean electricity from 

sources such as wind, solar, geothermal, 
and biomass.  Achieving this goal won’t 
happen overnight, but America has vast, 
untapped clean energy resources.  To 
harness these clean sources of energy, 
we need an aggressive national renew-
able electricity standard, strong national 
energy efficiency standards, and the 
right policies, public investments, and 
infrastructure to deliver renewable en-
ergy to America.    

 
�� Cut our dependence on oil in half.  

America can build a transportation sys-
tem that uses oil far more efficiently, 
benefits from clean  alternative fuels, 
and shifts as much of our travel as possi-
ble to sustainable transportation modes.  
To get started, we need to significantly 
increase the fuel efficiency of our cars 
and trucks, create new incentives for 
plug-in electric vehicles, and adopt a 
federal low-carbon fuel standard that 
will bolster rural economies and cut 
global warming emissions.  We also 
must make major new investments in 
public transit, rail transportation, and 
other low-carbon transportation infra-
structure. 

�� Create 5 million new clean energy jobs.  
Our country should make major new 
investments in infrastructure and tech-
nology to jumpstart the economy and 
put Americans back to work.  This in-
vestment can be funded through a na-
tional cap and auction system that puts a 
science-based limit on global warming 
pollution and requires polluters to re-
duce and pay for their pollution.  This 
system will raise hundreds of billions of 
dollars that can be put toward speeding 
our economic recovery and creating mil-
lions of new jobs in every part of the 
country. 

 
�� Reduce total U.S. global warming pollu-

tion by at least 80% by 2050. The latest 
climate science indicates that the United 
States must reduce its emissions of global 
warming pollutants quickly and dra-
matically if we hope to avoid the worst 
impacts of global warming.  America 
must take strong action now as well as 
play a leadership role in achieving a 
global commitment  to thwart global 
warming in an environmentally respon-
sible manner . To do so, we must swiftly 
enact federal policy to cap and trade 
global warming pollution. 

 
Today, we have the opportunity to achieve a 
new energy future for America.  It will take 
vision and commitment from all sectors of 
American society.  But it is up to President 
Barack Obama and the new Congress to re-
power, refuel, and rebuild America. 
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